Variation in the ratio of anterior to posterior interarch distance before and after complete clearance of the teeth.
Despite the many methods available to determine the vertical dimension in edentulous patients, there is little data to evaluate their accuracy. This study introduces a method to evaluate the variations of the measured vertical dimension after complete clearance of the teeth. The ratio of the anterior to the posterior interarch distance was determined for 20 patients before and after complete extraction of upper and lower teeth; it was 2:1 and 1.5:1, respectively. Further, there was a strong association (r = .84) between the anterior and the posterior interarch distances before extraction but weak association between them after extraction (r = 0.57). The study suggests that the vertical dimension established by the most commonly used method does not approach the dimension before extraction of the teeth.